
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter 
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship, 
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your 
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in 
the welcome pad folders.  Please place the prayer cards in the offering for 
inclusion in the Pastoral Prayer.  Those parts of the Service of Worship in 
which the congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type. 

               * Stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                      Two Lenten Chorales          Johannes Brahms  

* HYMN 356         Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing                Nettleton 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Leader: Come, let us sing to the Lord! 

People: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Leader: Let us come into God's presence with thanksgiving! 

People: Let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise! 

Leader: Come, let us worship and celebrate God's loving presence 
 with us. 

People: We sing to God with our hearts and our spirits. 

INTROIT                                          Hal Hopson 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            
(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record  
your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.) 

MINUTE FOR SERVICE                                                      Sandy Bishop 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Forgive us, O God, when we fail to trust your guidance in our lives.  
We confess that when we are confronted with crises in our lives,  
we hunger and thirst for immediate solutions and are too often 
quick to assign blame when this does not happen.  Forgive us when 
we forget that you are with us in our troubles, suffering with us and 
giving us the strength to cope.  Forgive us when we look to earthly 
sources to satisfy the thirst for meaning in our lives.  Remind us 
that your love has been poured into our hearts through the 
sacrificial love of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Replenish 
and soften our hearts with the living water that only Christ can 
give.  In his name we pray, Amen. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

KYRIE Hymnal No. 565        Lord, Have Mercy                          Weaver   

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader:   The God who calls us is the God who created us; the God 
 who formed us is the God who forgives us.  We are God's 
 new creation.  Believe the Good News! 

 People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has  
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.” ) 



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 
+ Children and youth leave for their classes + 

* HYMN                                Rock of Ages  
      (please see insert in your bulletin) 

      

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                 Exodus 17:1-7 

ANTHEM              Wayfaring Stranger         arr. Alice Parker 
  RICKY RYERSON, MEZZO-SOPRANO 

I'm just a poor wayfaring stranger A travel'n through this world of woe. 
But there's no sickness, no toil nor danger In that bright world to which I go. 
I'm goin' there to see my father; I'm goin' there no more to roam. 
I'm just a-goin' over Jordan, I'm just a-goin' over home. 
 

I know dark clouds will gather 'round me, I know my way is rough and steep; 
But golden fields lay just before me, Where God's redeemed no more shall weep. 
I'm goin' there to see my mother; I'm goin' there no more to roam. 
I'm just a-goin' over Jordan, I'm just a-goin' over home. 
 

I want to wear a crown of glory, When I get home to that good land. 
I want to sing salvation's story, In concert with the blood-washed band; 
I’m goin' home to see my Savior; To sing his praise forevermore. 
I’m just a-goin' o'er Jordan, I’m just a-goin' o'er home. 

SECOND LESSON          Romans 5:1-11 

SERMON                           "Simply Forgiven"         Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY            Go Not Far From Me, O God                   Zingarelli 

Go not far from me, O God; Cast me not away in the time of age; Forsake me not 
when my strength faileth me. O let my mouth be filled with Thy praise, that I may 
sing Thy glory and honor all the day long. 



  

 

 * THE DOXOLOGY                                    Old Hundredth 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 510            Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts            Quebec 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE               Moto Ostinato (Sunday Music)       Peter Eben  
(Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     *     * 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Exodus 17:1-7 (NRSV) 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at 
Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The  
people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’  
Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you  
test the LORD?’ 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the  
people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us  
out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’  
4So Moses cried out to the LORD, ‘What shall I do with this people? 
They are almost ready to stone me.’ 5The LORD said to Moses, ‘Go  
on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with  
you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile,  
and go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at  
Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the  
people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.  
7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarrelled and tested the LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us  
or not?’ 

Romans 5:1-11 (NRSV) 

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained  
access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of 
sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in  
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and  
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured  
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.  
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person— 
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to  
die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been 
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath  
of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God   



  

 

through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been 
reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we  
even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom  
we have now received reconciliation. 

 

 

*     *     *     *     *     * 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  
If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended.  Please 
take a moment to fill out the gold card in the blue folder at the end of 
your pew. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Table at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. 

  
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are:   Ray Fields, Capt.  
Ulah Fields       Carolyn Porte-Lieberman       Patience Okorie Sandy Bishop 
 
Our Lay Assistant this morning is Carolyn Porte-Lieberman.  Carolyn has 
been a member of FPC since 1979.  She has served in many capacities 
including Christian Education, teaching church school and serving on the 
Mission Task Force.  Carolyn earned heir BA degree from the University 
of Kentucky with a double major in psychology and history.  She was 
particularly focused on the history of Western religions and the Jewish 
roots of Christianity.  Following raising her two children, Debbie and 
Brian, both now married adults, Carolyn entered New York University 
School of Social Work from which she received her MSW degree. 
Following work at mental health agencies she developed and ran a 
program for severely mental ill patients, Carolyn became a Licensed 
Clinical Social Worker.  She now has a private practice in Teaneck, 
providing counseling and psychotherapy to individuals, couples and 
families.  Using a cognitive-behavioral approach she teaches her clients  
to identify and utilize the strengths they possess, encouraging healthy 
coping skills and relationships.  Carolyn and her husband Ken have been 
married for 45 years. They live in Tenafly, have 2 grown children and a 
year-and-a-half old granddaughter, Liat Zoe. 




