
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you 
enter the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian 
fellowship, we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the 
greeters. As a community that prays with and for one another, we invite 
you to share your joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from 
the ushers and in the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of 
Worship in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted 
in bold type.                                                             *Stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                   Passacaglia (from Sonata 8)                Rheinberger  

* HYMN 454             Blessed Jesus, At Your Word                 Liebster Jesu 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 98) 

Leader: Let us give thanks with hearts full of joy. 

People: We give thanks for God's steadfast love and faithfulness! 

Leader: O sing to God a new song! 

People: With songs and celebration, we bring God our thanks  
       and praise! 

Leader: O sing to God a new song! 

People: With a joyful noise, we worship God! 

INTROIT                  Morning Has Broken                       Carter  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            
(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the 
pad has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering 
plate.) 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious and faithful God, hear us now.  We seek to follow you.  
We strive to serve you.  We want to be filled with your Holy Spirit.  
In spite of our longing, we stumble and struggle.  We confess that 
there are times when we feel safer clinging to our comfort zones 
rather than opening ourselves up to the possibility of you creating 
any dramatic change in our lives.  We continue to do things we 
should not do, and we fail to do the things we should.  We harm 
ourselves and others and your good creation.  Most of all, in our 
failings, we hurt you.  Grant us strength and courage to be the 
people you would have us be.  Fill us with your Spirit and abide  
in us, strengthening us to be willing and confident disciples of  
Jesus Christ, following where he leads, loving as he loved, and  
living as he lived.  In the name of Jesus, our Lord and our Savior, 
we pray, Amen. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News: in Jesus 
 Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks through 
 despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God! 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen, Amen.   

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 



 

 

ANTHEM                        Early Easter Morning                   Breedlove 
                        JUNIOR CHOIR 

TIME WITH CHILDREN                  

+ Children leave for their classes.  
Middle and High School Youth remain for worship. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON            Acts 10:44-48 

* HYMN (in bulletin)               Rock of Ages       

SECOND LESSON              John 15:9-17  

SERMON                        “Love Does”              Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY             Greater Love Hath No Man               John Ireland 
Many waters cannot quench love, 
neither can the floods drown it. Love is strong as death. 
Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, 
That we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. 
Ye are washed, ye are sanctified, 
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation; 
That ye should show forth the praises of him 
who hath call'd you out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
I beseech you brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies, a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto to God, which is your reasonable service. 

* THE DOXOLOGY WITH ALLELUIAS                   Lasst uns erfreuen 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below,  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia, Alleluia   
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as  
we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 464             Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee              Hymn To Joy 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE                  Toccata (from Sonata 10)                Rheinberger 

(Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

 

*     *     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Acts 10:44-48 (NRSV) 

 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all 
who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers who had come 
with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can 
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited 
him to stay for several days. 
 

John 15:9-17 (NRSV) 
 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in  
my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 
in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12“This is my 
commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 
does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that 
will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in 
my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another. 
 

*     *     *     *     *     * 

 

 

 




