
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you 
enter the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian 
fellowship, we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the 
greeters. As a community that prays with and for one another, we invite  
you to share your joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from 
the ushers and in the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of 
Worship in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted  
in bold type.                                                             *Stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                                    Aria                    Charles Callahan  

* HYMN 416     Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation     Westminster Abbey 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  
Leader: Bless the Lord, who guides and encourages us. 

People: In the darkest night the Lord calls my name. 

Leader: Always be aware of God's presence. 

People: My heart is glad.  My soul rejoices.  I am completely secure. 

Leader: God shows us the path of life. 

People: In God's presence there is fullness of joy. 

INTROIT                       Felix Mendelssohn 
Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee. He never will suffer the 
righteous to fall; He is at they right hand. Thy mercy, Lord, is great; and far above  
the heavens. Let none be made ashamed that wait upon thee. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            
(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.) 

MINUTE FOR CHRISTMAS CONCERT            Gwen McLoud 

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP                Andrea Berger 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, you have been the God of our ancestors through  
all generations, turning what breaks and divides into that which 
heals and gathers us back into community.  Jesus walked the dusty 
roads of Galilee proclaiming your forgiveness to all who would 
receive it.  He healed the sick and raised the dead.  He invited the 
poor and rich to eat at his table together.  O Lord, even though we 
are ever grateful for the gift of Jesus and the example he gave to us 
for how to live life in a just manner, we do not do what we ought to 
do to help make this world fairer place for all.  We have not found 
ways to share the bounty of what we have so that the poorest of the 
poor might have food and medicine and shelter.  Our fears get in the 
way of generosity.  We cry out to you to heal us of our complacency.  
Have mercy on us, as we pray in the name of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News: in Jesus 
 Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks through 
 despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen, Amen.   



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

ANTHEM                        The Heavens Declare            James Brighton 
                        JUNIOR CHOIR 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

THE BRINGING OF OFFERINGS OF SONG AND FOOD 
During the singing of the hymn, those persons with harvest offerings for the 
Center for Food Action are invited to proceed to the front of the Sanctuary to 
place their offerings in the Sukkah. 

* HYMN       We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator       Kremser 
  (This Hymn may be found on the inside back cover of Hymnal) 

+ Children leave for their Bible Study Classes. Youth remain for the Service. + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                   1 Samuel 1:4-20 

SECOND LESSON               Mark 13:1-8 

SERMON                  “Symbol of a Lost Cause”       Rev. Richard S. Hong  

OFFERTORY       He Watching over Israel (from “Elijah”)   Mendelssohn 

He watching over Israel slumbers not, nor sleeps. Shouldst thou, walking in grief, 
languish, he will quicken thee. 

+ Our offerings and gifts include our Commitment pledges for 2010. + 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                     Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as  
we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 447                 Lead On, O King Eternal                      Lancashire 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE                              Festival             Healey Willan
(Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

    *     *     *     *     * 
 
 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

1 Samuel 1:4-20 (NRSV) 
     On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to  

his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; 5but to Hannah  
he gave a double portion, because he loved her, though the LORD  
had closed her womb. 6Her rival used to provoke her severely, to 
irritate her, because the LORD had closed her womb. 7So it went on 
year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the LORD, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat.  
8Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep?  
Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you 
than ten sons?” 

9After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and 
presented herself before the LORD. Now Eli the priest was sitting on 
the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the LORD. 10She was 
deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, and wept bitterly. 11She 
made this vow: “O LORD of hosts, if only you will look on the misery 
of your servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but 
will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before you  
as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine  
nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.” 12As she 
continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth. 
13Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice  
was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14So Eli said to 
her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put 
away your wine.” 15But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a 
woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, 
but I have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. 16Do not regard 
your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my 
great anxiety and vexation all this time.” 17Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” 
18And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the 
woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and  
her countenance was sad no longer. 

19They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; 
then they went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife 
Hannah, and the LORD remembered her. 20In due time Hannah 
conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, “I 
have asked him of the LORD.” 



  

 

Mark 13:1-8 (NRSV) 
     As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, 
“Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then 
Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone  
will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, 
Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when 
will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about 
to be accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware  
that no one leads you astray. 6Many will come in my name and say,  
‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7When you hear of wars 
and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the 
end is still to come. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there 
will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birthpangs.  

   
*     *     *     *     * 

 

 

 




