
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you 
enter the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian 
fellowship, we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the 
greeters. As a community that prays with and for one another, we invite  
you to share your joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from 
the ushers and in the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of 
Worship in which the congregation participates in word or song are noted  
in bold type.                                                              *Stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE              Adagio – Allegro (Concerto in G)       J. S. Bach 

* HYMN 356        Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing        Nettleton 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 32) 

Leader: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven. 

People: Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity. 

Leader: Let all who are faithful offer prayer to you. 

People: You are a hiding place for me; you surround me with glad  

 cries of deliverance. 

Leader: I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go. 

People: Steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD! 

INTROIT                                                    Orlando Gibbons 

 O Lord, increase my faith, strengthen me and confirm me in thy true faith; endue me 
with wisdom, charity and patience, in all my adversity teach me to say amen. 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS            

(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record 
your presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad 
has been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.) 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, through the sacrificial love, life, and death of Jesus  
Christ you have created us anew and have entrusted us with the  
task of living out this newness of life.  We confess that we readily  
accept the privilege of being a new creation in Christ, but all too  
often we fail to live up to the responsibility that brings.  Forgive  
us when we believe that our identity is based on our earthly  
achievements rather than our relationship with Christ.  Forgive  
us when we are content to enjoy newness of life in Christ as a 
personal experience and fail to accept the challenge of sharing  
this experience with others.  Help us to spread the good news  
of peace and love, justice and mercy, to a world sorely in need  
of such news.  We pray that you will transform us so that we will  
ever more fully live out the gospel each and every day.  This we  
pray in the name of Jesus. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

KYRIE  Hymnal No. 565        Lord Have Mercy                        Weaver 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News: in Jesus 
 Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks through 
 despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



 

 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived  
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF MADELINE ELIZABETH IACONO 

PRAYER 

Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant 
people ... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory 
forever. 

People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, and to 
serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN   

* HYMN insert         Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling       Thompson 

+ Children and Youth may leave for their Classes. + 



  

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                      Joshua 5:9-12 

ANTHEM                            Pilgrims’ Hymn                        Stephen Paulus 

Even before we call on Your name To ask you, O God, 
When we seek for the words to glorify You 
You hear our prayer; Unceasing Love, O unceasing Love 
Surpassing all we know. 
Glory to the Father; And to the Son, And to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Even with darkness sealing us in We breathe Your name, 
And through all the days that follow so fast We trust in You; 
Endless Your grace, O endless Your grace Beyond all mortal dream. 
Both now and for ever And unto ages and ages, Amen. 
           MICHAEL DENNIS BROWNE (FROM THE OPERA THE THREE HERMITS) 

SECOND LESSON                Luke 15:11-32 

SERMON                 “Not Exactly The Waltons”      Rev. Richard S. Hong  

OFFERTORY           Let Nothing Ever Grieve Thee         Johannes Brahms 

Let nothing ever grieve thee, distress thee, nor fret thee; heed God’s good will, my soul, 
be still, compose thee. Why brood all day in sorrow? Tomorrow will bring thee god’s 
help beingn and grace sublime in mercy. Be true in all endeavor and ever ply bravely; 
what God decrees brings joy and peace, He’ll stay thee. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                     Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as  
we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but  
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory, forever.  Amen.  



 

 

 THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 298           There's a Wideness in God's Mercy    In Babilone 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE                    Allegro (Concerto in G)                   J. S. Bach 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

    *     *     *     *     * 
 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Joshua 5:9-12 (NRSV) 
 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the 
disgrace of Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover 
in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of 
Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the 
produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna 
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no 
longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

Luke 15:11-32 (NRSV) 
     Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger 
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few  
days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When 
he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 
country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself  
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 
feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that  
the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came 
to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread 
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and  
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 



  

 

treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his 
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled 
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 
21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father 
said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to 
celebrate. 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and 
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of 
the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his 
father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, 
and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when 
this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with 
prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to 
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we 
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and 
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the gold card in the blue folder at the end of  
your pew. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Table at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. 
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are:  Beneranda Baez, Capt. 
   Joan Johnson           Patience Okorie           Candida Urena          Ron Wittreich         
 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of Madeline Elizabeth Iacono, born  
August 2, 2009 to John and Karly Iacono. 
 
The Middle School students have been studying about the two Sacraments: 
Baptism and Communion. Today they assist with the Baptism by presenting  
the Family Bible, certificate, and the white rose. 


